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Invitation

Scandinavian Open Championships 2009
Nome style sprint and MD Europa-Cup race
Rautavaara, Finland
14th – 15th of February 2009
Open Scandinavian sleddog race is a traditional competition between Nordic countries. It is organized by the sleddog sport federations of Finland, Norway and Sweden every second year. The aim of the Scandinavian Open Championship (SOC) is to promote the co-operation between Nordic countries in the field of sleddog sport. In 2009 SOC will be arranged in Finland, 2011 in Norway and Sweden has its turn in 2013. For the winner of each championship class is granted the title “Nordic Champion”. Nordic champion is the competitor who has the fastest time in respective class despite of competitors’ national team, association or nationality.

SOC will be arranged as nordic and nome style sleddog races. To guarantee the high quality of the SOC it is sanctioned as Europa-cup race. In addition, we want to offer an international race challenge for registered working dogs and for traditional sleddog breeds like Siberian huskies, Alaskan malamutes, Samoyed or Greenland dogs, which have their own Championship classes in SOC. 

We which you all very welcome to experience the fascinating world of Scandinavian sleddog sport in the wilderness of Finland.
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Location:

Metsäkartano is located in Eastern Finland, in the altitude of over 200 meters, just under 2 hours drive from Kuopio. It is surrounded by hilly forests, lakes and rivers. Metsäkartano has great trails for mushing in inhabited wilderness. FSSF has organized its championships races in Metsäkartano since late 80´s.

http://www.metsakartano.com
Categories and Distances:

Class A: All dogs
Class B: All registered dogs except siberian husky and pointing bird dogs
Class C: Siberian huskies
In order to compete SOC tittles three dog teams are needed at least from two different country.

Sprint (Nome Style):
· Unlimited classes (US),
24 km 

· 8-dog class (8S),
 



17 km

· 6-dog Class (6S),  



13 km 

· 4-dog Class (4S),   


 
9 km

· 4-dog Junior class (4J)   
9 km   (junior age in SOC is 15-17 years)

Middistance (Nome Style):

· Unlimited (UMD)

48 km*
· Limited 6-dogs class (LMD)
48 km*
*MD-trail is the same trail as used in US. MD-teams will drive 24km trail two times.

Information and Room reservation:

For information and booking please contact:
Metsäkartano, Metsäkartanontie 700, 73901 Rautavaara, Finland. 
Tel +358 40839 6350, Fax +358 17780 026, e-mail: info@metsakartano.com
REGISTRATION:

The registration of qualified drivers (needed information: drivers name and DID no. if existing) shall be received on or before February 1th 2009:

VUL / Eva-Liisa Aunio
Radiokatu 20
00093 SLU
Finland

fax: + 358 9 3481 3135, e-mail: eva-liisa.aunio@vul.fi
NOTE! Only contestants who entered with a valid ESDRA DID-number shall be awarded points in Europa-cup race.
Participation Fee:
4J 

35€

4S,6S,8S 
70€ 
US,LMD,UMD 
85€ 

The participation fee shall be paid, February 1st 2009 at the latest, to the VUL account:

Nordea 
145430-102 809


IBAN: 
FI36 1454 3000 1028 09 
SWIFT: 
NDEAFIHH
EVENT Schedule (PREVISIONAL) 

FRI. February 13th 
16.00:
Race office opens at Metsäkartano
19.00:
Mandatory drivers meeting & handout of bibs & starting lists 
Last chance to hand in chipping forms!

SAT. February 14th 
09.00:

First start, first day
19.00:
Possible drivers meeting if needed. 
SUN. FEBRUARY 15th
09.00:
First start, second day
~15.30:
(Or one hour after the last finish). Final award and closing ceremony
Race officials:

· Race marshal:

Kalevi Vainio
· Race Judges:

Hannu Rauhamaa and Topi Mäntynen
· Local coordinator:
Tuula Laitinen
Race regulations: 
see ESDRA regulations Part II and IV (http://www.esdra.net/sites/rules.php) and Rules and Regulations of SOC (http://www.vul.fi/kilpailutoiminta/SOC_rules08.htm).

Doping tests for drivers and dogs may be performed. The following list of forbidden substances will apply: WADA list for humans and ESDRA doping list for dogs.

All dogs participating shall be identified by micro chip before their arrival at the race site.

It is strictly forbidden to let dogs run loose at the stake out- & parking area during the event.

Animal Welfare:
Participants shall meet the applicable requirements as per the ESDRA Sled Dog Care Guidelines (Regulations Part V) and the recommendations issued by the Animal Welfare Committee.
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